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Help Needed!! 

The church office could use a couple 

of volunteers to help fold the news-

letter once a month. If you would 

like to help us with this project, 

please call email Rob at 

rpoffice@robertsparkumc.org 

1st May 2022 sees the 
inauguration of the 
Global Methodist 
Church (GMC) as a 
new denomination. It 
marks the start of a 
transitional phase for 
this new 
denomination as it 

begins leaving the United Methodist 
Church. Had the General Conference of the 
UMC gone ahead in 2020 as expected, the 
‘Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace 
through Separation’ would probably have 
been adopted? That protocol, as 
presented, would have provided the 
opportunity for local churches and Annual 
Conferences to leave the church to join the 
new GMC, which would receive funds 
from the UMC as part of the process. With 
the postponement of the General 
Conference due to covid, first to 2021 and 
then 2022 and now to 
2024. The frustration 
for those who share a 
more conservative 
theology is evident, and 
so the decision to form 
the new church on 1st 
May means that 
churches who choose to 
separate from the UMC 
now have a place to 
move to if they wish to 
align with the GMC.  

The Annual Conference 
for Indiana meets in 
early June. Last year 
several churches 
‘disaffiliated’ from the 
Conference. Again this 
year, some churches 
will leave the Conference and move to be 
either ‘independent’ churches or part of 
the GMC. The Rev. Michael J. Lowry, who 

recently retired as bishop of the UMC Fort 
Worth Episcopal Area, announced the 
cutting of his ties to the UMC to join the 
Global Methodist Church. Other Pastors 
and laity have also indicated they will 
follow the bishop and move to the GMC. 
How might we at Roberts Park Respond to 
these developments?  

I am reminded of the words of John 
Wesley: “Though we cannot think alike, 
may we not love alike?” Wesley does seem 
to be speaking directly to us today. And 
this is a famous Wesley quote. I like it, and 
I am challenged by it. But I also know that 
it is easily misunderstood apart from its 
context in Wesley’s sermon, “A Catholic 
Spirit.”  

John Wesley did not mean that differences 
of doctrinal belief do not matter and 
should be glossed over. Wesley had many 
strong beliefs, held them with tenacity, 

and preached them with vigor. 
He did not shy away from a 
serious debate with those who 
differed from him. In fact, the 
first clause of this famous 
quote shows how much Wesley 
is a practical theologian. He 
recognized that realistically 
speaking, there is no way to 
expect all of us to think alike on 
every matter. We are limited, 
finite creatures who come from 
different backgrounds and life 
experiences. There are matters 
of conscience and deeply held 
beliefs on which people of faith 
may differ. Rather than 
overlooking or explaining away 
those differences, it is more 
honest and helpful to say, “…we 
cannot think alike….”  

Continued on page 3  
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Sunday Worship Themes and Texts 
 

Sundays at 10:30 a.m. on site, online, and on demand at  
robertsparkumc.org, Facebook, YouTube, and  

the church app. 
 

       May 1— Communion Sunday — 

 Rev. Dr. Andrew Scanlan-Holmes 

 Text: Philippians 3: 4b-14, John 12:1-8  

 

       May 8 

   Pastrix Carmen 

 Mother’s Day 

 Text: Acts 9:36-43, John 10:22-30 

 

        May 15 

    Rev. Dr. Andrew Scanlan-Holmes 

 Text: Acts 11:1-18, John 13:31-35 

 

        May 22  

    Rev. Dr. Andrew Scanlan-Holmes 

 Text: Acts 16:9-15, John 14:23-29 

 

       May 29 

     Rev. Dr. Andrew Scanlan-Holmes 

 Text: Acts 16:16-34, John 17:20-26 

5/5 Nathan B. 

5/6 Nolan B. 

5/9 Rob B. 

5/12 Charlotte S. 

5/13 Julie H. 

5/14 Jim S. 

5/14 Jim S. 

5/14 Roy M. 

5/17 Lonnie W. 

5/19 Rita O. 

5/19 Manny H. 

5/25 Jerry G. 

5/29 Jan B. 

5/30 Jeremy B. 

5/30 Andrew P. 

Birthday Update: as we begin publishing the newsletter 
online and making it more accessible to congregants, we’re 
moving towards an updated attitude towards privacy and 
will only be including first names and last initials. If you 
would like more information regarding birthday specifics, 
please contact Lianna Campos, Communications Director, 
at lcampos@robertsparkumc.org. Thank you for your un-
derstanding! 

 

March and April Reflection: 

We added a live-stream option so now people can partic-

ipate in Kaleidoscope onsite, online and on de-

mand!  This was made possible through a grant from 

INUMC Foundation that enabled us to purchase a televi-

sion and webcam. 

We had many keynote speakers for The Experience in 

March and April and they were incredible.  Jennifer Mar-

shall spoke about Transitioning in Rural Indiana, Christina 

Bottema gave a message of hope that not all coming out 

stories are traumatic and finally, Steve and Faye Camp 

(Grammy and Grampy) spoke about their journey to be-

coming allies. 

During April we hosted our first fundraiser as a group for 

The Trevor Project.  It is a challenge to walk 50 miles in 

April and Kaleidoscope formed a team to participate.  We 

are thankful to RPUMC for supporting both of our minis-

tries by making The Trevor Project the mission of the 

month in April and May.  

Coming up, Kaleidoscope will be participating in Indy 

Pride by walking in the parade and hosting booths on 

Roberts Park UMC campus!  Be on the lookout for volun-

teer opportunities. 

 

Image of Ames and Christina Bottema assisting in leading 

the Kaleidoscope Experience 

May Mission of the Month 

The Trevor Project is a nonprofit organization founded in 1998 

focused on suicide prevention efforts among LGBTQ youth. In 

addition, they have a toll-free telephone number for The Tre-

vor Lifeline, a confidential service that offers trained crisis 

counselors 24/7, 365 days a year, from anywhere in the US.  It 

is 100% confidential, and 100% free.  If you or anyone you 

know is lonely, could use support, or is thinking about harm-

ing themselves, get help now!  You can connect by texting 

START to 678-678 or call 1-866-488-7386. 

The Trevor Project’s 2021 National Survey on LGBTQ Youth 

Mental Health found that 42% of LGBTQ youth seriously con-

sidered attempting suicide in the past year, including more 

than half of transgender and nonbinary youth. 

Kaleidoscope formed a team to help raise money for The Tre-

vor Project during the month of April too.  We have accepted 

the 50 mile Challenge to raise funds for organization that is 

close to our hearts.  Thank you RPUMC for supporting us and 

them through our May Mission Giving. 

Continued from “From the Pastor’s Pen” 

The genius of John Wesley is seen in what comes next, “…
may we not love alike.” Wesley knew that doctrine matters, 
but he also knew something else. In his essay, “The 
Character of a Methodist,” he says that Methodists are not 
distinguished by manner of speech or outward appearance. 
Rather, Methodists love the Lord their God with all their 
heart, soul, mind, and strength, and they love their 
neighbor as themselves. It is possible to be serious-minded 
about core beliefs while also extending a heart of love and 
peace to those with whom we disagree. That is what 
Wesley knew how to do.   
And that, I believe, is what we see lacking in our own day. 
Either we assert our own deeply held convictions or 
sacrifice those convictions to get along with others. To John 
Wesley, that is a false choice. He wanted Methodists to 
know that we do not have to fall for that. We can love God 
(theology and doctrine are ways we seek to love God) and 
love our neighbors (including those with whom we cannot 
think alike).   

This year’s Indiana Annual Conference has the theme Love 
God, Love Neighbor. I am looking forward to seeing how we 
at Roberts Park and other churches continue to make the 
love of God tangible to our neighbors.   

Shalom to you, my friend.  


